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The Honorable Commissioner of Patents ^ i J 20Qf 

and Trademarks, 
Washington, D.c. 
United. States Of America 20231 
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Sir: 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56(a), the Applicant submits herewith a completed United 
States Patent Office Form PTO 1449 together with one copy of each reference listed 
therein. It is respectfully requested that the references be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of the subject application and that the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being made pursuant to the duty of 
disclosure imposed by law and formulated in 37 CFR 1 .56. No representation is made that 
the information thus disclosed constitutes an admission that any patent, publication, or other 
information referred to is, oris considered to be, material to the patentability of this invention. 
Further, the filing of this statement should not be construed as a statement that a search has 
been made or that no other material information exists. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the United 
States filing date or before the mailing date of a first official action on merit. No certification 
or fee is required. 

Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. A copy of the communication 
dated June 22, 2001 from the European Patent Office together with a copy of the 
International Search Report is also enclosed. 

As this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first official action on merit, no fee is believed due. However, in the event that a fee is due, 
please charge our Deposit Account No. 50-1644 to cover these fees. 
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